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The Catholic Health Association of the United States (CHA), founded in 1915, supports the Catholic health ministry’s pursuit of the 
strategic directions of mission, ethics, and advocacy. As the nation’s largest group of not-for-profit sponsors, systems, and facilities, 
the ministry is committed to improving the health status of communities and creating quality and compassionate health care that 
works for everyone. For more information, visit the CHA website at www.chausa.org. 
 

 
 

CATHOLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION TO CONGRESS AND PRESIDENT BUSH:  
UNINSURED CHILDREN NEED YOUR HELP NOW 

 
 

WASHINGTON, DC (September 24, 2007) — Sister Carol Keehan, DC, president and chief 
executive officer of the Catholic Health Association of the United States (CHA), issued the following 
statement. 

 
The Catholic Health Association supports the bipartisan compromise to reauthorize the State 
Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) and urges all members of Congress to support 
the legislation.  
 
Reauthorizing SCHIP represents the most humane and pro-life opportunity Congress and the 
President currently have: to ensure that millions of children—born and unborn—receive the 
health care they need and deserve. 
 
CHA calls on President Bush to reconsider his stance on the compromise SCHIP legislation. It 
is still not too late for the President to change his mind and do what is right for children in this 
country.  
 
Temporary extensions and/or inadequate funding levels will lead to children losing coverage. 
That would be an enormous step backward for our nation and a retreat from our collective 
commitment to cover uninsured children. 
 
Congress is poised to pass a responsible, bipartisan compromise bill that the public widely 
supports. When any child is allowed to go without health care, we as a nation do not meet our 
moral obligations or show our compassion. 
 
In light of a Presidential veto, it ultimately may fall on Congress to do what is right for our 
nation's children. And we expect Congress to vote to protect children. It is time to break down 
the barriers to children's coverage and do what is right and moral for our nation's children—
provide them with a healthier, brighter future.  
 

 
### 





Nation’s Children’s Hospitals Praise Bipartisan Compromise to Expand 
Children’s Health Coverage and Establish Child Quality Initiative 

September 21, 2007 
Contact: Norida Torriente 
703/797-6059 

(Washington, DC) — The National Association of Children’s Hospitals (N.A.C.H.) strongly supports the bipartisan House-
Senate compromise to reauthorize the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), including its provisions to extend 
health coverage to more than three million currently uninsured children and to establish, for the first time, a federal 
commitment to invest in the efforts to measure and improve the quality of children’s health care. 

“Nearly two-thirds of uninsured children are eligible but not enrolled in SCHIP,” said Lawrence A. McAndrews, President and 
CEO, N.A.C.H. “The addition of $35 million in new federal investment in SCHIP, spread over five years, will make it 
possible to cover 10 million children, including the 6.6 million children currently enrolled in SCHIP. At a time when the 
number of uninsured children increased for the second year in a row, because of pressures on states to curtail SCHIP and 
Medicaid spending, this bipartisan compromise is the right response.” 

The legislation also authorizes federal funding to support the development, testing and validation of quality measures for 
children’s health care. The legislation would fund demonstrations of how to improve the delivery of children’s health care, 
including the development of a pediatric electronic health record. Through Medicare funding for the elderly, the federal 
government has been a major investor and promoter of quality measurement and improvement in adult health care. But it has 
done little to support pediatric quality improvement, despite the fact that the federal government is the single largest payer of 
children’s health care through the Medicaid and SCHIP programs. 

“Children’s health care accounts for less than 11 percent of personal health care spending nationwide, because children are 
only 25 percent of the population and healthier than adults. As a result, most private and public investment in quality 
measurement is focused on adults, particularly the elderly. Yet, children have different health care needs and require measures 
that reflect those different needs,” said McAndrews.  “The bipartisan compromise, for the first time, ensures the federal 
government has the authority and resources to make sure children are not left behind in the national movement to measure and 
improve health care quality.” 

#30 

The National Association of Children’s Hospitals (N.A.C.H.) is the public policy affiliate of the National Association of 
Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions. Representing more than 140 freestanding acute care children’s hospitals, 
freestanding children’s rehabilitation and specialty hospitals, and children’s hospitals organized within larger medical centers, 
it addresses public policy issues affecting children’s hospitals’ missions of service to the children of their communities, 
including clinical care, education, research and advocacy. 

 



ANA Urges Nurses to Support Health Care Coverage for Children 

09/21/07 
Participate in National Call-In Day on September 25 
The House is scheduled to vote Tuesday, September 25, on a bill reauthorizing the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). The Senate will take up the bill shortly thereafter. President 
Bush has threatened to veto this bill – your help is needed to convince Congress to pass the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act with a veto-proof majority. Call 1-800-
828-0498 on Tuesday, September 25 and tell your Member of Congress to vote “yes” on 
SCHIP.  

The Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act is needed to extend and expand this 
successful Federal / State health insurance program. Today, SCHIP covers 6.6 million American 
children under the age of 19. However, 9 million children remain without any health care coverage. 
This bipartisan legislation will invest $35 billion in SCHIP over the next 5 years, and will extend 
coverage to an additional 4 million low-income kids who would otherwise go without health 
insurance. It will also require parity for mental health care coverage, and expand access to dental 
health services. The cost of this expansion is financed by a 61 cent increase in the Federal tobacco 
tax. 

Unfortunately, President Bush has threatened to veto the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
Reauthorization Act. His alternative would cut funding by $5 billion, and would revoke coverage for 
nearly one million kids. Tell your Congressional delegation that this is unacceptable. Tell them that 
America's children deserve the chance for a healthy start in life. Call 1-800-828-0498 on 
Tuesday, September 25 and tell your Member of Congress to vote “yes” on SCHIP. 

 



 
 
 
September 24, 2007 
 
 
Dear Representative: 
 

On behalf of the nation’s Mayors, we urge you to vote “Yes” for the bipartisan, 
bicameral compromise bill that would reauthorize the State Children's Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) and provide health insurance coverage to millions of children.  The 
U.S. Conference of Mayors, the official nonpartisan organization of cities with 
populations of 30,000 or more, supports this compromise bill and asks you to do the same 
by voting in favor of the bill before you this week. 
 

Our Mayors’ 10-Point Plan: Strong Cities, Strong Families for a Strong 
America and our anti-poverty agenda call on Congress and the Administration to address 
the needs of the more than 9 million uninsured children, the millions more who are 
underinsured, and those who are at risk of joining the ranks of uninsured by reauthorizing 
and strengthening the very successful Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
 

Last week members of the House and Senate joined in a bipartisan, bicameral 
effort to craft legislation that will insure an additional 4 million children by providing an 
additional $35 billion over five years; improving access to benefits including dental and 
mental health parity; improving quality of care and providing incentives to lower the rate 
of uninsured low income children. 
 

We need your help!  The nation’s children need your help!  Working families 
need your help!  Vote “Yes” for children!  Let’s put children first!  We urge you to vote 
in favor of legislation that would reauthorize SCHIP and substantially increase the 
number of children covered by this important and necessary program. 
 
Sincerely, 
   

 
Douglas H. Palmer    Tom Cochran 
Mayor of Trenton    Executive Director 
President 
 
 
 
 









United Way 
of America 

701 North Fairfax Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2045 
tel 703.683.7817 
fax 703.549.9152 
steve.taylor@uwa.unitedway.org 

Steven S. Taylor 
Vice President and Counsel 
Public Policy  

REAUTHORIZE CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
 

Dear Representative, 
 

United Way strongly supports reauthorization of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) at a funding level sufficient to 
preserve coverage for all 6.6 million children currently covered 
and sufficient to enroll the millions of uninsured children who 
are eligible for coverage. 

CHIP is a proven and effective health insurance program that saves 
money in the long-run and benefits our society as a whole, as 
healthy children from low income families have more opportunities 
to succeed in education and in life.  CHIP is supported by 
hundreds of charities, health care providers, state and local 
governments, unions and business, and individuals throughout the 
United States. 

As you are aware, House and Senate negotiators have reached a bi-
partisan agreement to provide $35 billion in additional funding 
for a reauthorized CHIP program over the next 5 years.  While not 
perfect, this is a fair compromise and the last, best chance to 
save this vital program at appropriate funding levels. 

United Way is dedicated to improving the health of our nations’ 
children.  Improving health is a central aspect of our work to 
advance the common good.  Failure to reauthorize CHIP would be a 
tragic set-back in United Way’s efforts and the efforts of many to 
create opportunities for a better life for everyone. 

We urge you to vote in favor of the CHIP compromise legislation in 
the House and the Senate this week. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Steven S. Taylor 
Vice President and Counsel 
Public Policy 




